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I have written about how “trickle down” technology from the military and commercial marine
industries eventually impact recreational boating, so it is understandable how we can look
forward to see what could be coming next in the recreational boaters’ future. With advancing
technology in AI (artificial Intelligence), drone and autonomous vehicles (UAVs), robotics, software & computer engineering (IOT), networking systems, and systems currently available to
recreational boating, what is on the horizon….or is it already here?
Geo-positioning links GPS with an array of propulsion systems to maintain a steady position at
sea. The military uses them for maintaining stations at sea and in commercial oil drilling operations for floating oil rigs. To further stabilize the floating platforms, gyroscopes are utilized.
Both of these technologies are available to the recreational boater. Maybe not for the vast majority of the boating community, but none the less, they are here. Several companies offer
“portable” gyroscope systems for vessels between 23 and 30 feet to stabilize (minimize or eliminate roll) when stopped in open water. These can be purchased with new vessels or retrofitted to
existing boats. (10% to 20% added to the cost of a new boat). Larger units, for larger boats are
options installed at the time they are built. (ref: internet search: Sea Keeper)
First, let’s look at some technology, systems, and information currently available now:
 GPS (with resolution between 4 and 30 feet) with auto routing capability
 AIS (Automated Information System for anti-collision)
 Auto-pilot
 Forward scanning sonar
 Connectivity :
NMEA 2000 on-board networking
Bluetooth technology
IOT (internet of things)
 Electronic charts (that can update weekly)
 Weather information
 Sea state conditions (real time data from NOAA weather buoys)
 Boat monitoring systems
 Remote internet cameras
 Tide and current information
 On board wind speed and direction indicators
 Propulsion systems (bow, stern thrusters; twin screws; counter rotating single screw props)
Put it all together, throw in a little Artificial Intelligence, some UAV (Unmanned Autonomous
Vehicle) technology, a solid internet connection, and a Virtual Reality headset, and you can take
your boat out from your living room! All you need is someone to spray some salt water on your
face once in a while, and to keep the Dark “n” Stormy’s coming.
With all that said and done, I really believe nothing can replace the wind in your face, a boat
under your feet, your ability to process all the information yourself, and navigate your boat harmoniously with nature. For more information see the article “Autonomous boats: The rise of self
-sailing vessels” by Sam Fortescue; Yachting World, April 22, 2021, for some interesting insight
into the future of boating.
Link here

Have a Great Summer Sail!

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron Teaching Safe Boating in Our Community for Over 45 Years
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Commander

Ronald Ferina, JN
ronnfer5@gmail.com

516-935-0475

Executive Officer

Kevin Kuo, AP
kevinkuo97@gmail.com

516-433 2973 (text is best)

Educational Officer

Thomas J Peltier, SN
TJP98@optonline.net

516-987-9715 cell

Admin Officer

Fred Doulton, AP
freddoulton@hotmail.com

Not listed

Treasurer

Ralph Parisi, P
RF.Parisi@optonline.net

516 933-8534

Secretary

Steven Ender, AP
4winds2016@gmail.com

516-364-1286

position available if you’d like to be part of the team

Ass’t Ed Officer
Ass’t Exec Officer
Ass’t Secretary

position available if you’d like to be part of the team
position available if you’d like to be part of the team

Commanders Advisors:

P/D/C Ann Peltier, SN
P/C Thomas J Peltier, SN
P/C Ron Nackman, JN
Flag Lt: Patricia Ferina, P
Chaplain: Patricia Ferina, P

Executive Committee
Douglas Durfee, SN
Jennifer Nackman, JN
Ann Peltier, SN

Peter Manning
Ronald Nackman, JN
Dennis Puccio, S

It’s the Law!

Born on or after
approved NY State

you will need an
this year.

District Commander
George Hoffman, SN
8 Morton Street
Farmingdale, NY 11735

pcgeorge70@yahoo.com
The opinions expressed in this newsletter may not be those of
the United States Power Squadrons®.
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by Thomas J Peltier, SN

What’s New in Education
Happy Summer to all. Hopefully you are out on your
boats, or sailing / crewing / guesting on someone’s boat. What a great
way to share the knowledge you’ve learned from USPS.
This Summer we will be offering a mid-summer Man Overboard Seminar; unfortunately, as of this printing we have not firmed up date / time /
place. Many members are enjoying our Virtual Classes and have
requested that we continue to offer this educational option. We have
tested a new Blended Learning scenario —where some members are in
the classroom and some are Zoomed into the classroom. Please let me
know if you’d like to be part of this New Idea for providing educational
opportunities for everyone. I must say it worked well because we were
able to utilize high quality Internet connections—’the key to success.’
This Fall’s America’s Boating Course is still listed as Virtual with the
Syosset and Roslyn School Adult Education Departments. As postCOVID continues, we are hopeful that classroom space will become
available. Until we know for sure—we will be scheduling all classes
Virtually. I will close with have a wonderful Summer!

Thomas

2021 Summer / Fall Schedule— Sign up NOW
As post-COVID restrictions continue, our classes to be limited to a Virtual setting.
Man Overboard Seminar (2 hours) will be held Mid-Summer
Piloting — 10 week Course will begin October
America's Boating Course will begin in October 5 wks plus 2 free weeks ‘Plotting’
(Virtual/In-Person—we are still working on time/date/location
Pre-registration is essential for all Seminars and Courses
Please contact Thomas as soon as possible.

All Classes must Pre-Register
to ensure that books and materials are available

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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by Kevin Kuo, AP

Oyster Bay Sail and Power and our Community Outreach
We had a wonderful turn out for the Blessing of the Fleet a big thank you to the organizers
and those who volunteered to make it a wonderful community experience! For those of you
who which to help our squadron gain more community exposure please let us know. Greater
boating safety is a benefit to the whole community.
I was informed by our local government leaders that they were impressed with our uniforms and it lends
an extra layer of expertise and credibility. Even though nationally the US Power Squadrons has decided to
move away from uniforms, they still make an impression on our local civic leaders and aids in the advancement of our mission of boating safety. For those interested in purchasing uniforms for our formal events
please contact Rick Kimball at: Commodore Uniform rick@commodoreuniform.com (508) 432-1265.

Need a boat? For those who are looking to buy boats or want to see what's new on the mar ket, mar k
your calendars for the upcoming New York boat shows.
Wine and Country Classic Boat Show
July 17-18, 2021
Hammondsport, NY
https://www.winecountryclassicboats.com/wccb-show/

Progressive New York Boat Show
Jan 26-30, 2022
Javits Convention Center
https://www.nyboatshow.com/

Remember our Mission
Remind your boating friends to schedule a Vessel Safety Check with one of our examiners if they have not
done so already. Also inform people of the requirement for all power boat operators to have a boater's
safety certificate by 2025 — it’s a NYS law. So if they do not have one, encourage them to sign up for the
ABC course with Oyster Bay. Wishing you all a safe and wonderful boating season! Kevin

Admin Report - Elect

by Fred Doulton, AP

Dear Members,
Below is a quick glance of some of the events scheduled for this summer.
Check page 10 for a more detailed calendar. Also, check the up and coming
District Event on page 9.
Events and Activities like the June Commander’s “Separate Checks” Cocktail Party
was outstanding. We’re planning more IN-PERSON event for us to enjoy our Club and
life together both on and off the water.
July

6th

NO

August

2nd

NO

TBA Vessel Safety / Coop Charting Cruises (see website for flyers)
16th OB Scavenger Hunt
→→ D3 Rendezvous East—Greenport—30 July to 1 Aug 2021
8th

Raft-up and Overnight at Stamford, Riverside

TBA Vessel Safety / Coop Charting Cruises (see website for flyers)
→→ USPS Governing Board, Raleigh, NC—29 Aug to 5 Sept 2021

September

1st

NO

19th OB Anniversary Celebration / Buffet Lunch
TBA OB

Julius Paider Fishing Tournament

Help us make this the best year yet. Contact me, or any of the Bridge, and let us
bring activities and events that will make you Smile! Fred

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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By Ann

NOAA predicated that the 2021 hurricane season is ’likely” to host between 13 and 20 named
storms (wind speeds of 39 mph or greater), 6 to 10 hurricanes (wind speeds of 74 mph or higher)
and 3 to 5 major hurricanes (with wind speeds of 111 mph and above). Believe it or not, the National Weather Service started tracking the 1st major storm on May 20th just east-northeast of Bermuda.
In addition, the “new normal,” for the average Atlantic hurricane season (June 1st through November 30th) has been changed to 14 named storms, 7 hurricanes and 3 major hurricanes.
With news like that it is no wonder that Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo stated as part of
the 2021 NOAA release, “Now is the time for communities along the coastline… to get prepared...” and that includes boaters! So even though it’s a
hot and steamy Summer, which is prime boating time, it is also prime time
for stormy weather especially along the coastal areas like here on Long
Island. As boaters, we always need to be alert to changing weather conditions and do our ‘advanced planning’ for that quick storm that seems to
appear from nowhere.
As boaters here on Long Island, we know that those frequent thunderstorms can be easily detected and tracked by radar. No radar on the boat! You can use your VHF to stay tuned to weather
reports. In fact, today’s cell phones have a greater capacity with so many towers about. Install a
‘weather alert’ app on your phone to help to keep important weather information current. Knowing what’s about to happen won’t have you trying to
secure your boat in adverse storm conditions. Be prepared with a supply of
fenders, lengths of longer lines and a larger anchor as part of your ‘storm
plan.’ And while we’re thinking of long range planning, don’t forget to take
a look at your insurance coverage. Know what’s covered and what’s not.
Don’t be surprised after the storm that your not covered because you didn’t
fulfill your responsibilities before or during the storm.

Planning to act earlier not later is always better. Think about the “What if...” situations and plan
for them. For example, ‘What if...’ the water level rises. Rising and falling water can change
dramatically in marinas and narrow canals depending on the wind direction. Be prepared for this
kind of storm event. ‘What if...’ you can’t traverse to a safe harbor because the bridge clearance is
reduced (because of heightened water levels) or the bridge will remain in the down position to
facilitate road evacuations. Traveling during approaching storms may have many challenges and
having a plan that put you into action at the first sign of impending danger is a the safer idea.
As you secure your boat, reduce wind strain by taking down Biminis, Sails and other canvas.
Make sure that the battery is fully charged—your bilge pumps may be called on for extra duty.
Dock lines need to be long enough to allow for adjusted water levels and put away any items that
may be blown about due to high winds.
The best prevention from being caught in a storm is ‘being prepared’ with knowledge. Knowing
what to do and knowing the appropriate actions to take will minimize stress while keeping you and
your boat safer. What better way to be prepared then to take the Hurricane Preparation for Boaters
Seminar from USPS. This 2 hour seminar will give you some valuable tips and provide you with
knowledge you need to be prepared for those ‘What if…’ storm scenarios.

Photo Gallery…. Virtual Meeting Pictures
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May 10 Open House Meeting

The May Open House Meeting brought a
small group of existing members. We had a
10 minute presentation about the history of
USPS and the Oyster Bay Sail and Power
Squadron. Our Virtual Raffle ($25.00 gift card)
was won by Ruth...which will be mailed to her. We finished our meeting discussing some
up-and-coming events like our May 23rd Picnic and our 50th Anniversary Celebration.

Commander’s Cocktail
Gathering!
3 Sister Squadrons
celebrating together again!

The Spring Picnic was one heck of a day.
The sun was bright and there was a mild
but welcomed breeze. Some of us
slipped into the gazebo while others
tucked under trees to enjoy the day
together: Oyster Bay, Bayside and Port
Washington!
We also had an addition of J/P/D/C
Betsy and P/C Joe who were all smiles.
It was a very causal day. A special
thanks to John from Bayside who was
our Sunday Chef. We enjoyed good
food, good company and great weather
which was obvious since we didn’t leave
until after 6pm. It was a Heck of a Day!

The weather
was perfect
and the evening filled with
smiles, laughs
and a general feeling of
togetherness. It was great
being able to spend time
together at the first “Separate
Checks” Commander’s
Cocktail Party. Just can’t
wait for the next one!

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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Good and Welfare
Good Wishes! Happy to hear you are feeling better P/C Dot Titus who
is recovering from Hip Surgery. Keep up the good work Dottie.

Welcome Aboard !
Russell Stuart who joined our Squadron on 3/17 who not
only wanted to participate in our Piloting Course but
happily became a member of our Club!
Robert Hecht has joined us from the USPS Cyber
Squadron. So glad Robert has selected Oyster Bay
as your land-based squadron.

To all students heading back to In-Person /
Virtual School this Fall—the Best of Luck.
And a Special Good Luck wishes to those
parents who may be suffering from empty
nest syndrome.
Just want to let you know that we a few
open positions on some of our committees.

Happy Birthday
to all!

Damian Devereaux
Ronald Ferina
Robert Hecht
Kevin Kuo
Mara Navaretta
Gilbert Olivier
Richard Scallion
Ami Shebiro
Paul Thomson

Peter Ackerman
Thomas Cassano
Douglas Durfee
Louis MacAri
Frank Martocci
John McCann

Jack Angel
Donna Dunbar
Rhonda Ehrler
Howard Fein
Glenn Hoyvik
John Randall IV
Lorena Stern
Russell Stuart

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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by P/C Ann

Cruise Paddling can be fun for everyone!

What is the fasting growing water sport in canoe or kayak for the paddler.
America? All paddle sports – kayaking, canoeing and rowing. This marvelous water sport only
requires human power. No sails, no engines.
And you can paddle almost everywhere: in bays,
in rivers, in streams and, with care, in the
oceans. In fact, almost every water location
today seems to have a perfect spot for a paddle
cruise. Before you start, know the safety
basics to help make your paddle adventure
cruise not only fun but safe as well.
As with all water sports - Think Smart. Plan
your paddle cruise carefully. You don’t want to
be paddle for hours and when it’s time to go
back you’re too exhausted to reach your home
shore. Start out small. Learn how far you can
paddle in 1 hour and gradually increase your distance and endurance. Plan your paddle cruises
to include rest breaks and drink stops along the
way. Consider stops that include a shore break.
Most importantly, stop and enjoy the surrounding
shoreline and beauty of the water during these
well-deserved rest stops.
Practice your Paddler-Overboard routine.
Always include practicing getting in and out of
your craft. As well as helping your paddling
buddy if they happen to be abruptly ejected
during a pleasure cruise.
Canoes and Kayaks come in many different
designs and choosing the right one is a personal
call. But one thing for sure, no matter the size of
your vessel, always load your craft with the
heavier items in the rear to middle. As with other
watercrafts, you want the bow to ride higher than
the stern so the boat will move more swiftly
through the water.
Always think “FREEBOARD.”
The Coast
Guard recommends that you leave 6 inches of
freeboard in a standard loaded canoe. Kayaks
may be a bit different but freeboard is the
optimal word here as with all water crafts. Stow
items as low as possible in the boat but remember to leave a comfortable space within your

Keeping items dry may be a problem. But, it
is easily handled by double sealing items in
waterproof bags. Consider a few important
items needed in your DRY BAG like socks,
sweatshirt, food, charts of area, cell phone
and/or handheld radio. And don’t forget to
make sure you secure your DRY BAG to the
canoe just in case your boat tips over or
capsizes. If capsized—you’ll know where your
DRY BAG is—attached to your vessel and not
at the bottom of the river.
Many say it is easy to be a paddler
especially if you love being outdoors and
exploring. So long as you are wearing the
appropriate buoyancy rated life jacket, you can
feel as snug as a bug in a rug. Canoeing is
ideal for friends and family, young and old,
alike. Still need more before you go Paddling.
Take the America’s Boating Club Paddling
Seminar. It is 2 hours of great tips for all
paddlers.
Well, the next questions may be…Where
can I paddle on Long Island? As you see from
the map
below
there
are
many
locations on both the north and south shores
from beginners to advanced rowers. There
can be some restrictions in certain areas so
make sure you check out all the rules before
you depart on your paddle cruise.
Oh, I almost forgot. You can download this
great app for your phone called
GO PADDLING APP. It has
over 22,000 locations around
the nation to paddle your days
away. Contact Tom to learn
about the Paddling Seminar
because this summer is a perfect time to think
about learning more about Cruise Paddling.

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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Lots of things happening in District the next few months.
Make your reservations early to receive a Special Discount!

Due to Coronavirus—all District Activities Have
Been either cancelled or re-scheduled—
Watch for Up-Dates on our Website, Social Media and emails.

Rendezvous East 2021

They are planning a really big event this year.
Starting Friday night & continuing all through Saturday.
Join your squadron and district friends for a great
weekend celebrating

The America's Boating Club—District 3

Registration
Flyer

Activity Flyer

Flyers available on pages 12-13

Saturday, Aug 28
$63/pp from noon to 4pm

Check Payable to “USPS D3”
Complete information available on
Registration form below
Printable Flyer HERE

Governing Board 2021

America’s Boating Club®

...there will be a Governing Board for your
to enjoy. Watch for USPS Announcements.

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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2021—2022 General Meeting and Events
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, Oyster Bay’s Activities and Meetings may be held by
Virtual Media. Always check the website or contact the Commander or a Bridge Member to learn
more about an event

2021

Exec
Mtg

Gen
Mtg

Jun

7th

18th

Jul

5th

NO 16th

OB - Scavenger Hunt

Aug

2rd

NO

OB - Raft-Up and Overnight at Stamford, Riverside

Sept

7th

NO 19th OB - 50th Anniversary Celebration

Oct

4th

11th

11th
TBA

OB - Bermuda Race (Game Night) & Photo Contest
OB - Oktoberfest Mtg - mid-October

Nov

1st

8th

8th

OB - Veteran’s Day—Speaker

Dec

7th

NO

5th

OB - Holiday Party

Jan

3rd

10th 10th
21st

OB - Special Family & Friends Night Meeting
D3 - Orientation Mtg

Feb

7th

NO TBA

OB - Annual Non-Snow Bird Brunch / Meeting

Mar

7th

14th 14th

OB - Annual Meeting—Time to Vote

Apr

4th

11th 11th

OB - Change of Watch Meeting

Whether Virtual or In-Person we hope you can attend!
6th

8th

Blessing of the Fleet
OB - General Meeting / Commander’s Cocktail Hour

2022

Member Benefits

Road Scholar

Now is the time to learn more
about your dream vacation !

For more information Contact: https://www.roadscholar.org/

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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Print this Page and Put it on
the Refrigerator
So you don’t forget about
these special events

Due to the Coronavirus / COVID-19 Pandemic
All Club Activities Have Been Postponed or Rescheduled
Watch for Up-Dates on our Website, Social Media and emails.

Oyster Bay Sail & Power
Squadron Members join
together to celebrate
50 years of
teaching, learning and enjoying
friendship.
First, our Dedication Ceremony
will be held at Roosevelt
Memorial Park
Then, join us for a Buffet Lunch
at the Café Al Dente.
Reservations are required since
we are limited to
ONLY 50 Guests.
Contact Ann so she can put you
on the Guest List

September Meeting
Has been canceled

July Meeting
OB Scavenger Hunt
July 16th

See page 15 and
the website
for more details

August
NO General Meeting
On-the-water Activities
Coop Charting
Captain Sign-up Sheet
contract sheet with Thomas
Raft-Up / Get Away
Kevin is planning a
wonderful adventure.
Watch for info

Planning for In-Person Meeting for our
October / November / December Meetings

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
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Sunday, September 19th, 2021
Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron

The plans are set and we are
accepting reservations
12:00pm - Dedication at the Roosevelt Memorial Park
Buffet Lunch:
Café Al Dente, Oyster Bay
Time:
1pm to 4pm — Buffet Lunch
Maximum Guests:
50 - Reservations accepted now
Menu: Assorted entrées— Chicken, Beef, Fish, Pasta and Salads
Non-Alcoholic Beverages: coffee, tea, etc. and Cake
Cash Bar
We will seated in the front section of the Café which will include the
bar area for your convenience.
You must provide your own transportation from Roosevelt Park to the Café.
Parking around the Café is limited and it is suggested that you car pool.
All reservations must be sent to Ann (apeltier@optonline.net) and must be
confirmed. We are strictly limited to 50 Guests.
Make your reservation early!

Boat Message
Pick your Hull

$ 10.00

Sail or Power

Business Card Style

$ 30.00

1/2 Page Supporter

$ 50.00

Full Page Supporter

$ 75.00

Oyster Bay
Journal Supporter
Boat Label

$10.00

Business Card

$30.00

1/2 Page Supporter $50.00

Full Page……….Sold Out

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron

Page 15

50th Anniversary Journal Sponsor Donation
Forward your Journal Sponsorship Donation to:
(Payable to Oyster Bay Power Squadron)
P/Cdr Ann Peltier,
92 Log Road
Patchogue, New York 11772

Share your expression of Congratulations via email to the Anniversary
Journal Editor at apeltier@optonline.net

Show your support Today!

As an Anniversary supporter, your ad will be posted in the
Anniversary Journal and your name will be posted in our
Gull Chatter for 1 year.

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron
America’s Boating Club
PO Box 13
Oyster Bay, NY 11771

Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron

We remember
Executive Meeting:
1st Monday of each Month from January to December (Virtual ONLY)
General Membership Meetings:
2nd Monday of each Month from (Virtual Meetings at this time)
Always check Call to Meeting flyers and the website (boatoysterbay.org )
For more detail information: Dates—Times—Place of meeting

